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He did with difficulty repel the danger in the East, when the
Sassanian dynasty of Persian kings, fresh from the conquest of
the Parthian dynasty of the Arsacidae, invaded the Roman
provinces; but a campaign against the Germans on the
Rhine frontier cost the emperor his life : he was killed by his
own soldiers in the year 235.

The death of Alexander was followed by a complete '
collapse. The empire became the chattel of the soldiers.
The different armies, one after another, proclaimed their
commanders as emperors, deposed them again on the most
trifling complaint of their severity or weakness, and used
their own strength to plunder without mercy the peaceful
and prosperous provinces of the empire. Between A. D. 235
and 285 there were twenty-six Roman emperors ; and only
one of them died a natural death. Most of them were men
who had a sincere desire for the welfare of the state, good
soldiers and good generals, who endeavoured to protect the
empire and defend it from foreign enemies ; but their way
was always barred by a mutinous rabble of an army; and
they were forced to neglect the safety and integrity of the
empire in order to defend themselves against rivals whom
the soldiers compelled, often by violent means, to compete
for the throne.

Such an internal condition was not likely to make the
state victorious over foreign enemies. The frontier was
invaded at almost every point. Strong alliances of German
tribes were formed, with a plan of seizing the Roman pro-
vinces in Europe : the Saxons plundered the coasts of Britain
and Gaul; Gaul was threatened in the north by the Franks,
in the centre and south by the Alemanni; the Marcomanni
alarmed the provinces on the Danube. A powerful kingdom
of Goths and Sarmatians, which had grown up in south
Russia, was advancing towards the lower waters of the
Danube, and making descents by sea from Panticapaeum
upon the Eastern provinces. And- lastly, the Sassanian
dynasty of Persia, which in the reign of Alexander Severus
had taken the place of the decrepit and decomposing Parthian
kingdom, was constantly becoming a more formidable foe to
the crippled energies of Rome. The lowest depth was touched
by the empire under Valerian and his son Gallienus, who
reigned from 253 to 268. Valerian was defeated and taken
prisoner by the Persians. Under Gallienus the instinct of